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The 66th Independence Day of India was 
celebrated at the High Commission 
premises at 31 Grange Road, Singapore. 

The ceremony began with unfurling of the 
national Tricolour at 9.00 AM by the High 
Commissioner of India, T.C.A. Raghavan. The 
audience of more than 700 people including 
Indian nationals residing in Singapore and 
friends of India joined the students of Global 
India International School, East Coast Campus 
in rendering the National Anthem.

The High Commissioner then read out 
the message of the President of India to the 
nation which was relayed on the eve of the 
Independence Day. 

Students from the Indian schools in 
Singapore – three campuses of the Global 
India International School -  Balestier Campus, 
Queenstown Campus and East Coast Campus,  
DPS International, DAV School, and NPS and 
Yuvabharati  School presented a colourful 
programme of patriotic songs and dances.

66Th Independence day  
at HigH Commission in singapore

“My fellow citizens:
It is a great 

privilege to 
address, for the first time, 
my fellow Indians living 
within our country and in a 
hundred corners across the 
globe, on the 65th anniversary 
of our independence. Words 
cannot adequately express my 
gratitude to the people and 
their representatives for the 
honour of this high office, even 
as I am deeply conscious of the fact that 
the highest honour in our democracy 
does not lie in any office, but in being 
a citizen of India, our motherland. 
We are all equal children before our 
mother; and India asks each one of 
us, in whatsoever role we play in the 
complex drama of nation-building, to 
do our duty with integrity, commitment 
and unflinching loyalty to the values 
enshrined in our Constitution.

-- I was a toddler when Netaji, as 
Rashtrapati of the 51st Session of 
Indian National Congress in Haripura, 
on the banks of the river Tapti, 
reminded us that “our chief national 
problems are eradication of poverty, 
illiteracy and disease”. His speech 
echoed through my home, as it did 
through millions of others. My father 
was a freedom fighter and through 
those long years when freedom 
seemed an illusion, we were sustained 

President Shri. Pranab Mukherjee

excerpTs froM  
The presIdenT’s speech 
on tHe eve of independenCe day 
on august 14, 2012  

by faith in ourselves, in our leaders, in the 
strength of non-violence, in the courage of 
Indians liberated from fear. But we knew 
then, as we do now, that freedom must mean 
both bread and dreams.

-- We cannot appreciate how far we have 
travelled, until we understand from where 
we started in 1947. As Jawaharlal Nehru 
pointed out so often, in his speeches and 
prose, India was not a poor country when 
our independence was snatched away. No 
one, I may add, travels thousands of miles to 
conquer a poor country. Statistics published 
by contemporary international scholars 
are proof for sceptics. In 1750, seven years 
before the fateful battle of Plassey, India 
had 24.5% of World Manufacturing Output 
while United Kingdom had only 1.9%. In 
other words, one in every four goods on 
the world market was manufactured in 
India. By 1900, India had been left with 

Continued on P.02
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only 1.7% of World Manufacturing Output 
and Britain had risen to 18.5%. The western 
industrial revolution was in its incipient 
stages in the 18th century, but even in this 
regard India slipped from 7 to 1 in per 
capita industrialisation in that period, while 
Britain vaulted from 10 to 100. Between 
1900 and 1947 India’s economic growth was 
an annual average of 1%.  From such depths 
we climbed, first, to 3% growth, and then 
took a quantum leap forward: today, despite 
two great international crises that rocked 
the world and some domestic dips, we have 
posted an average growth rate of more than 
8% over the last seven years.

-- If our economy has achieved critical 
mass, then it must become a launching pad 
for the next leap. We need a second freedom 
struggle; this time to ensure that India is 
free for ever from hunger, disease and 
poverty. As my pre-eminent predecessor Dr. 
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, speaking from 
this platform on the 18th anniversary of 
freedom, said, “Economic progress is one of 
the tests of democracy.”

-- Education is the seed; and economy is 
the fruit. Provide good education; disease, 
hunger and poverty will recede. As I said 
in my acceptance speech, our motto must 
be: All for knowledge and knowledge for 
all. Vision cannot be an open-ended vista; it 
must be focused on our youth.

-- The monsoon has played truant this 
year. Large areas of our country are in the 
grip of drought, some others are devastated 
by floods. Inflation, particularly food 
inflation, remains a cause of worry, While 
our food availability remains healthy, 
we cannot forget the plight of those who 
made this possible even in a lean year; our 
farmers. They have stood by the nation in 
its need; the nation must stand by them in 
their distress.

-- I do not believe that there is any inherent 
contradiction in protecting our environment 
and economic development. As long as we 
heed Gandhiji’s great lesson: there is sufficient 
in the world for man’s need but not for man’s 
greed, we are safe. We must learn to live in 
harmony with nature. Nature cannot be 

consistent; we must be able to conserve her 
bounty during the many seasons of plenty so 
that we are not bereft during the occasional 
bout of scarcity.

-- I am proud of our brave armed forces 
and our valiant police forces, who have 
done so much, at such great personal risk, 
to curb this menace of terrorism. It is their 
vigilance which has prevented more havoc. 
If we sleep in peace it is because they are 
awake and vigilant in the desolation of 
desert and mountain and forest; and in the 
vast loneliness of the seas. I salute their 
commitment and their patriotism. It is 
heartening that the armed forces not only 
guarantee our peace, but also produce 
medal winners at Olympics. I congratulate 
all who have done their nation proud at 
the recently concluded Games, by winning 
as well as by participating. The number 
of trophies may not be too large but it 
is a remarkable improvement upon the 
last count, Four years later, when I hope 
to address you again, I am sure, we will 
celebrate a medals spring.

-- If there is one man in history whose 
name is synonymous with peace, then it is 
Gandhiji, the architect of our independence. 
India is a land of plenty inhibited by 

poverty; India has an enthralling, uplifting 
civilization that sparkles not only in our 
magnificent art, but also in the enormous 
creativity and humanity of our daily life in 
city and village. When Indira Gandhi reached 
for the stars, she believed that this would 
be within the grasp of India in just another 
generation. But there is neither a present nor 
a future, except in a climate and culture of 
national unity and brotherhood.

My fellow citizens:
Let us leave behind the way of hatred, 

violence and anger;
Let us put aside our petty quarrels and 

factions. 
Let us work together for our nation with 

the devotion of a child towards a mother.
Let us repose our faith in this invocation 

from Upanishads:
May God Protect us.
May God Nourish us.
May we Work Together with Vigour and 

Energy.
May our Studies be Brilliant.
May there be no Hostility amongst us.
May there be Peace Peace Peace.
Peace must be our ideology, progress our 

horizon.
Jai Hind!

Continued from P.01

Indian PM Singh addresses the nation at the historic Red Fort during Independence Day 
celebrations in Delhi (August 15, 2012)
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india Celebrates 
66Th Independence day

The Republic of India celebrated its 66th Independence Day on 
August 15, 2012. 

On arriving at Lahore Gate of the Red Fort on the 15th 
morning, Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh was received by the 
Defence Minister Shri. A.K. Antony, Minister of State for Defence Shri. 
M.M. Pallam Raju, and Defence Secretary Shri. Shashikant Sharma. 

As the Prime Minister unfurled the National Flag from the ramparts 
of the Red Fort, the National Flag Guard presented the Rashtriya Salute 
while the Naval Band played the National Anthem. 

The unfurling of the Tricolour was synchronised with the 21- Gun 
Salute fired by the elite 871 Field Regiment (SHINGO). 

The Prime Minister then addressed the nation. The programme 
ended with the schoolchildren and NCC Cadets of the Delhi Directorate 
singing the National Anthem. 

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh inspects a guard of honour upon his 
arrival at the Red Fort during Independence Day celebrations in Delhi 
(August 15, 2012)

A police contingent marches during India’s Independence Day 
celebrations in Srinagar (August 15, 2012)

President Pranab Mukherjee paying homage at the Amar Jawan Jyoti, 
India Gate, in New Delhi (August 15, 2012)

A panoramic view from the minarets of the Red Fort of children in the 
form of the tricolour.

Indian PM Singh addresses the nation at the historic Red Fort during 
Independence Day celebrations in Delhi (August 15, 2012)
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pUdUcherry ToUrIsM road show 
in singapore

puducherry Tourism Minister Mr. P. Rajavelu participated in a tourism road show 
at the Singapore Flyer on August 3, 2012, to attract tourists from Singapore to 
Puducherry.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Rajavelu stressed that the potentiality of tourism 
in the area of spiritualism is abundant in and around Puducherry, as it has Auroville 
and Navagraha temples around the world famous Saneeswaran temple at Karaikal. 
Puducherry can be a connecting hub for pilgrimage tourism in Puducherry and 
Karaikal, he said.

As rightly tagged ‘Peaceful Pondicherry’, the region offers complete safety and security 
to the tourists to feel free at home, he added. The Minister hoped that the stakeholders 
would prepare itineraries keeping Pondicherry as their preferred destination and expressed 
confidence that the potential of Tamil ethnic links in Singapore would be tapped. 

A detailed presentation of products that Pondicherry could offer was made by 
Tourism Secretary Mr. Murthy. The presentation included adventure tourism, spiritual 
tourism, education, scuba diving, sea surfing, heritage and wellness tourism. 

Mr. Rajavelu also released a promotional video on the occasion.

shri Sriprakash Jaiswal, Hon’ble Minister for Coal, Government of India, led a 
delegation from the Ministery of Coal to  Singapore from August 1-2, 2012, 
to attend the Investor’s Meet organized by the IDFC Securities Ltd. The Meet 

was attended by a large number of FIs based in Singapore. The Minister in his keynote 
address,  delivered on the August 2, presented a sector snapshot and highlighted the 
potential for investments in the area. The Hon’ble Minister emphasized that in June 
2012 Prime Minister had reviewed the infrastructure achievement for 2012-13 and 
re-fixed targets for sectors like power, railways, roads, shipping, civil aviation and coal. 
The necessity for huge investment in all these sectors - upto US$1 trillion in the next 
five years - is to be met by Public Private Partnerships. He indicated that a multitude 
of opportunities lay in the infrastructure development sector like roads, ports, coal, 
power etc.

The Advisor to Ministry of Coal, Shri Alok Perti gave details of legal framework 
in the Coal Sector, while also pointing out the various challenges facing the sector. 
Shri. Narsing Rao, Chairman to Coal India Limited made a presentation on  CIL’s 
performance in the recent past. 

s&T Cooperation

a delegation from the Department 
of Science and Technology led by 
Dr. Arabinda Mitra, Adviser and 

Head (IC-B) visited Singapore on August 
2 and 3. The delegation held meetings 
at the Agency for Science, Technology 
and Research (A* STAR) and signed the 
Program of Cooperation under the S&T 
Cooperation Agreement signed between the 
two countries. The delegation also visited 
National University of Singapore, Nanyang 
Technology University and labs of ASTAR.

The Investor’s Meet in Singapore

Puducherry beach
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fIrsT asean InTer-
parlIaMenTary asseMbly
delegation visits india  

The ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary 
Assembly (AIPA) Delegation became 
the first international delegation 

to call on the Honourable President of 
India after his assumption of Office. The 
AIPA Delegation’s first visit on July 31, 
2012, to India comes during ASEAN-India 
Commemorative Year. 

The delegation visited India from July 

29-August 1, 2012 
at the invitation 
of the Speaker of 
Lok Sabha Mrs. 
Meira Kumar. 

The AIPA 
delegation was led 
by the President of 
AIPA and Speaker 
of the House of 
Representatives 
of the Republic 
of Indonesia 

Dr. Marzuki Alie. The delegation included 
Dr. Subrahman Hidayat and Mr. Sidarto 
Darusubroto, Members of Parliament from 
Indonesia; Mr. Seng Han Thong, Member 
of Parliament from Singapore; Colonel 
Winai Sompong, Member of Parliament of 
Thailand and Dr.Ngo Duc Manh, Member of 
Parliament of Vietnam, besides Officials and 
media representatives.

The AIPA delegation also held discussions 
with the Lok Sabha Speaker Mrs. Meira Kumar; 
the Leader of the Opposition, Lok Sabha, Mrs. 

Sushma Swaraj; and Minister of State in the 
External Affairs Ministry. 

Mrs. Kumar also hosted a Dinner in 
the honour of the AIPA Delegation, which 
was attended by the Members of the Indian 
Parliament. The AIPA delegation also visited 
Agra on August 1, 2012. 

Discussions during the various calls by 
the AIPA delegation took appreciative note 
of the ground covered by the ASEAN-India 
Dialogue Partnership over the last 20 years and 
the important role that it has in the continuing 
stability and development of the region and to 
global economic growth and prosperity. 

Both sides took note of the positive 
developments in the implementation of the 
ASEAN-India Plan of Action to implement the 
ASEAN-India Partnership for Peace, Progress 
and Shared Prosperity 2010-2015. 

The AIPA President and Speaker of the 
House of Representatives of the Republic of 
Indonesia conveyed an invitation for India to 
participate as Observer at the 33rd General 
Assembly of AIPA from September 16-22, 2012 
in Lombok, Indonesia.

fIrsT IndIa-celac TroIka  
foreign ministers’ meeting

The First India-CELAC Troika Foreign Ministerial Meeting was held 
on August 7, 2012, in New Delhi. External Affairs Minister Shri. S. M. 
Krishna led the Indian delegation and Foreign Minister of Chile, Mr. 

Alfredo Moreno Charme led the CELAC Troika. Foreign Minister of Venezuela, 
Mr. Nicolas Maduro and Vice Foreign Minister of Cuba, Mr. Rogelio Sierra 
participated in the Meeting as members of the Troika.

During the discussions, both sides undertook a comprehensive review of 
India-CELAC relations. They also discussed regional and multilateral issues of 
mutual interest. 

The discussions were aimed at, inter alia, strengthening the multifaceted 
bilateral cooperation between India and CELAC, coordinating responses to 
regional issues and addressing international challenges including UN reforms, 
the international financial crisis, climate change and international terrorism. 

Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC) is a newly 
formed regional group comprising of 33 Sovereign States of Latin America and 
the Caribbean region (LAC) region. Chile holds the pro-tempore Presidency 
of CELAC till January 2013. LAC has a landmass five times that of India and is 
endowed with vast mineral resources and hydrocarbons. It has about 600 million 
inhabitants. 

India enjoys friendly and warm relations with all CELAC countries. They have 
a shared understanding on the values of democracy, freedom, equality and justice. 

External Affairs Minister with Minister of State Shri. E. Ahamed 
and Foreign Ministers of Chile, Venezuela and Vice Foreign 
Minister of Cuba at the First CELAC Ministerial TROIKA 
meeting in New Delhi (August 7, 2012)

The ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly 
Delegation with the President of India  
Shri. Pranab Mukerjee
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The 2nd India-ASEAN Business Fair and Business Conclave will be held 

at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi from 18-20 December 2012. It is an 
International conference and exhibition, will bring together business 

leaders and practitioners for knowledge sharing and business 
development across industry segments from the ASEAN countries.
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Jageshwar can be described in one 
word: ‘ethereal’

In many words: A spiritually 
charged and naturally endowed cosmos that 
will make the eyes open wider, stir the soul out 
of a stupor and set the heart fluttering into the 
deep valley and forest. An abode of abiding 
and intense religiosity that has over the 
years manifested in a cluster of finely crafted 
temples, Jageshwar is an exemplary rendition 
of ‘the divine’ unto stone.

Jageshwar village is situated in the 
Jataganga valley in the Uttrakhand belt of 
the Himalayas, at a height of 1,870 meters. It 
is located at a distance of about 35 km from 
Almora, the district centre, and 386 km 
from New Delhi. 

Of significance is the fact that this 
pilgrim site is believed to be one of the 
twelve Jyotirlingas in India. The Swayambhu 
Linga named Nagesh is enshrined here. 

Jageshwar exudes an inner beauty that 
is accentuated by the diverse Himalayan 
environment: Spectacular views of snow-
capped peaks from an altitude of over 7000 
ft, dense natural forests, various herbs and 
medicinal plants growing wild and the 
invigorating winds coming across the Chir, 
Pine and Deodar forests. 

A dozen wood craftsmen continue the 
legacy of traditional skills used for the 
ornate Jageshwari dwelling facades. The 
community’s dwelling idiom consists of 
single or double storeyed homes, mud 
plastered with slate-tiled sloping roofs, 
carved wooden windows and doorways. The 
village is a natural meditation centre that acts 
as a restorative and a stimulant to the mind, 
heart and body.

reachIng There
By air: Take a flight to Pantanagar, which is 

located 20 km from Haldwani. Then on, taxis 
and buses are available for Jageshwar. 

By road: Jageshwar is well-connected to 
New Delhi by road. The scenic route from 
New Delhi to Jageshwar, through Corbett 
Park and Ramnagar is 406 km long, where as 
another route via Haldwani and Kathgodam is 
392 km long.

By train: The nearest train station is at 
Kathgodam, located about 130 km from 
Jageshwar. Buses and taxis are available from 
the train station to reach the site.

places To vIsIT
A place of significant and extensive 

spiritual import, Jageshwar is home to 
many ancient temples within the historic 
Jageshwar Dham Temple complex that 
dates back to 11th century AD. The temple 
complex has 124 finely crafted stone temples 
and hundreds of statues noted for exquisite 

Sitting amidst dense deodar forests and 
valleys in Uttrakhand, Jageshwar is an abode 
of temples and pristine natural beauty

Jageshwar
Exploring

Travel

The Jageshwar Dham Temple in Jageshwar, Uttrakhand
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craftsmanship, with many preserved by the Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI). 

The important temples are the Jagnath temple, 
Mahamritunjaya Temple, Nav Durga Temple, Pushti Devi 
Temple, Shri Kedarnath Temple, Kuber Temple, Dandeshwar 
Temple, Vriddh Jageshwar, Koteshwar, Jhankar Saim Temple 
etc; amongst which the oldest is the Mrityunjaya Temple and 
the biggest is the Dandeshwar Temple. 

A 3-km climb to Vridha Jageshwar on the high ridge above 
provides a panoramic view of the snow peaks surrounding Nanda 
Devi, the presiding deity of Kumaon and Garhwal.

A 10-km trek to Shokiathal and Mirtola Ashram, a center of 
spiritual and natural beauty, beckons many visitors.

The Ashram is constructed around a Shiva Temple with the 
name Uttar Vrindavan. The other attractions are Brahma Kund, 
Airawat Cave, King Deep Chandra’s statue, the scenic deodar 
forest with its ancient trees such as the Panch Pandava tree, which 
comprises five tall deodar trees coalescing at the trunk!

faIrs and fesTIvals
The countryside idyll is realised during times of uninhibited 

merriment, and this is especially true for the Himalayan belt that 
is particularly recognised for its exuberant and happy-go-lucky 
people. Prominent fairs are held during Shivaratri (February - 
March) and Shravan (July - August), and the visitor inflow peaks 
around these times. The village folk revel and rejoice to the hilt, 
while following the tradition and rituals. 

Most community festivals revolve around the sowing and 
harvest seasons, such as the Harela festival, which heralds the 
sowing of the crop, and the Huraki is the plantation festival. 
Music and dance is an integral part of people’s life and it 
comes into the fore during festivity. Men and women organise 
community dances like the Jhoda, Chanchari, Rituraina, Bhagnol 
etc. on various occasions. These dances are a part of family and 
social celebrations as well.

sTay wITh The locals
The enterprising and friendly folk of Jageshwar offer homestays 

on reasonable rates. The adventure tourists who frequent this 
region now have a choice of not loading themselves with a tent, 
stove and provisions. The rooms are simple and clean, and of 
course the biggest plus point is the wholesome food! A special 
feature of this region is the great hospitality; no effort is spared to 
make the guests comfortable in the simplicity of the home environ.

Apart from home stays, accommodation options at Jageshwar 
comprise several guest houses and travellers’ lodges. Accommodation 
at other location close to the site includes Mirtola Ashram (7 km 
from Jageshwar) and Binsar (32 km from Jageshwar).

cUIsIne
The sowing and harvesting, the pounding of the grain, the 

grinding of the masalas (spices), the ripening of the vegetables... 
are all endearingly entwined in the rural life. Due to traditional 
and natural farming methods, the grains, vegetables, fruits and 
herbs are of high quality in terms of nutrition values and taste.

Farm fresh seasonal produce is cooked to delectable taste. 
Traditionally prepared local foods are Dubka (made of black 
soyabean), Jholi-bhat, Kapa (green vegetables) and Pua etc.

Thechwani can be prepared using radish root (pahari mula having 
round root) or potatoes. The preparation is called by this name as the 
radish root or potato is never cut, but crushed (thinchao) into pieces.

ThechwanI

IngredIenTs >>
Radish root - 3 to 4
Potato - 1
Oil or Ghee - 2 tblsp
Garlic - 4 to 5 cloves
Ginger - 3 cm piece
Onion -1 medium chopped
Tomato - 1 medium and chopped
Dry Faran/Cummin seeds - 1 tsp

MeThod >>
1. Wash and peal the radish and potatoes and crush them into 

small pieces. Crush also ginger and garlic.
2. Heat oil in the frying pan on a moderate flame. Stir-fry crushed 

garlic and ginger in the hot oil. Add crushed radish and potato. 
Fry the mix for 2 to 3 minutes. Set aside.

3. Add cumin seeds, red chillies, asafoetida in the remaining oil, 
add chopped onion and fry till light brown. Put turmeric pow-
der, dry coriander powder and red chillies powder. Fry for few 
seconds. Add fried vegetable and chopped tomatoes and salt 
and some water.

4. Boil for 2 to 3 minutes. Add remaining water and pressure 
cook or cook on a slow fire for about 30 minutes or till the 
radish becomes soft.

5. Garnish with coriander leaves and green chillies (slit apart into 
two pieces).

Red chillies whole - 4 to 5
Asafoetida - a pinch
Dry coriander powder -  ½ tsp
Turmeric powder -  ½ tsp
Red chillies powder -  ½ tsp
Water - 6 cups
Salt - to taste

Travel TraIlsTravel

Jageshwar is home to 
many ancient temples 
within the historic 
Jageshwar Dham Temple 
complex that dates back 
to 11th century AD

The Jageshwar Dham Temple in Jageshwar, Uttrakhand
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world’s largesT solar Telescope 
to be set up in ladakH

ladakh, the cold desert in India, will 
have the world’s largest state-of-the-
art solar telescope on the earth soon to 

study the sun’s finest features. 
The sun’s atmosphere is an ideal place to 

study and test many magneto-hydro-dynamic 
(MHD) processes controlling turbulent 
plasma. Some of the finest solar features can 
be resolved with state-of-the-art telescope. 

This National Largest Solar Telescope 
(NLST), with a two-metre reflector, will be 
set up at the high altitude Pongong Tso Lake 
Merak near the Line-of-Actual-Control on 
the Sino-Indian divide. It will be unique in the 
world because the largest solar telescope, the 
Mc-Math-Pierce Solar Telescope, in the world 
at present is 1.6 meters. It is situated in Kitt 
Peak national Observatory at Arizona in the 
United States. 

The NLST will have the reputation of being 
the world’s largest telescope till 2020. It is 
expected that a larger telescope may become 
operational in the US by 2020-2021.

NLST is a Gregorian multi-purpose open 
telescope. It will be on-axis with the provision 
of carrying out night time stellar observations 
using a spectrograph. It will be able to study 
particles spread across 50 km of the sun and 
is expected to resolve features of the sun of the 
size of about 0.1 arcsec. 

ModalITIes
The telescope will be fitted with a two-

metre reflector which will enable scientists to 
carry out cutting edge research to understand 
the fundamental processes taking place on 
the earth. 

The telescope is being designed by an 
international company, which had designed 
the 1.5-metre telescope on Tenarife Island in 
Spain. All the instruments for the telescope 
will be developed by the Indian Institute 
of Astrophysics (IIA) and will be remotely 
operated through the master control facility at 
Bangalore. 

The link will be through a satellite which 
will be provided by the Indian Satellite 
Research Organisation (ISRO). Night-time 
observations will be made using an instrument 

which will be built in collaboration with the 
University of Hamburg, Germany.

scIenTIfIc obJecTIves
Scientists will study the sun’s microscopic 

structure, and long term changes in the 
earth’s climate and environment. This will 
provide useful data to carry out research in 
order to minimise or remove disruptions to 
communication network and satellite due to 
periodic solar-winds.

The telescope will address the fundamental 
question about the nature of solar magnetism. 
It will aim to resolve flux tubes and measure 
their strength; address the development 
of magnetic fields on the sun which are 
responsible for almost all the observation 
phenomena on the sun. They include solar 
dynamo, solar cycle and solar variability that 
determine and control space weather.

selecTIon of The sITe
The Pangong Tso Lake is situated at a height 

of 14,270 feet above sea level. It is 134 km long 
and five km wide at the broadest point. The 
cloudless skies and low atmospheric water 
vapour have made it one of the best sites in the 
world for optical, submilimetre and millimetre 
wavelengths.

The Himalayan regions provide certain 
atmospheric conditions required for such 
telescope functioning. It provides a large 
number of clear hours for making observations 
with very good visibility. The water vapour 
in the field is also low which helps making 
observations in infrared wavelength for 
high accuracy of magnetic field and velocity 
measurements. The lakeside provides better 
visibility as there is extremely low water vapor 
content and this is unaffected by the monsoon.

The NLST project is a major multi-party 
initiative involving IIA, ISRO, Aryabhatta 
Research Institute of Observational Sciences, 
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR) 
and Inter University Center for Astronomy 
and Astrophysics (IUCAA). 

The project will involve an investment of 
over Rs 250 crore, most of which will go in 
procuring equipment.

The two-metre national largest Solar Telescope will be set up at 
the ponging Tso lake 

NLST is a Gregorian 
multi-purpose open 
telescope. It will be 

on-axis with the 
provision of carrying 

out night time stellar 
observations using a 

spectrograph. It will be 
able to study particles 

spread across 50 km of 
the sun and is expected 

to resolve features of 
the sun of the size of 

about 0.1 arcsec. 
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1. Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh 
with the Dhivehi Raiy’yithunge Party (DPR) 
leader of Maldives, Mr. Ahmed Thasneem Ali 
in New Delhi (August 4, 2012)

2. Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh 
with former Bangladesh President and Jatiya 
Party leader Mr. Hussain Muhammad Ershad 
calling at New Delhi (August 14, 2012)

3. External Affairs Minister Shri. S.M. 
Krishna meeting with Mr. Rogelio Sierra 
Diaz, Vice Foreign Minister of Republic of 
Cuba in New Delhi (August 7, 2012)

4. External Affairs Minister S.M. Krishna 
meeting with Mr. Didier Reynders, Deputy 
Prime Minister & Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Foreign trade and European Affairs 
of the Kingdom of Belgium in New Delhi 
(August 8, 2012)

2

43

1

pravasI bharaTIya dIvas on oCToBER 27-28

The Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) Convention will be held in 
Mauritius from October 27 to 28, 2012.

Regional PBDs are organised by the Ministry of Overseas 
Indian Affairs, in collaboration with the host Govt. with the objective 
of reaching out to a vast majority of our diaspora, who for various 
reasons, are unable to attend the main PBD event in India and benefit 
from its deliberations. 

PBD Mauritius 2012 will focus on a particular theme that stresses 
the ever-increasing strands of connectivity between India and its 
diaspora. Delegates will have to register for the convention by paying a 
fee of US$ 100. A website for PBD Mauritius 2012 will soon be set up 
facilitating online registration.

Seminars and breakaway sessions/discussions on various issues of 
relevance to the Indian diaspora like youth participation, education, 
tourism, investment, culture among others have been planned around 
the event. 

A business event comprising sessions aimed at enhancing business ties between the Indian diaspora and India is also scheduled to be held 
as a part of this PBD. 

10th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 2012  celebrated in Jaipur 
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14-15Th SEP

aSIan FEStIval oF ClaSSICal danCE- 
SaMaRPana

Connecting established stalwarts 
and upcoming artistes with supportive 
audiences, the raison d’etre of the festival 
is to provide a credible and quality 
international platform for the classical 
arts, thereby encouraging the youth 
of today to take it up as a passion. 

Samarpana is envisaged as a three-day festival in 
Singapore, and has the support of eminent Singaporean arts patrons.
When & Where: Friday, September 14-15, 2012 @ Theatre, UCC, 
NUS, Singapore
tickets: $35 - $150 (from all SISTIC outlets)
Contact: Jade Group International Pte Limited, Jyoti Ramesh 
at 8201 4757

1ST SEP

SEptEmbEr roCkS WiTh KK in SingaPoRE
A Rock Star presence on stage with 

an endearing reach to the audience, 
KK is all set to WOW Singapore! KK 
debuted as a playback singer with 
A.R Rahman’s hit song Strawberry 
Aankhen and Tadap Tadap Ke Is Dil  
from ‘Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam’.

In a span of four years, he has 
to his credit more than 3500 jingles 
in 11 Indian languages. Vishal Bhardwaj, gave this new talent the 
vital break in playback singing in the film ‘MAACHIS’, his first solo 
number in ‘HUM PAANCHI EK DAAL KE’.
When & Where: Saturday, September 1, 2012, 7:00 pm @ 
University Cultural Centre Hall
tickets: S$48 onwards
Contact: Sistic Hotline 6348 5555 
or www. sistic.com.sg

12Th oCT

namaStaEy IndIa’S trIbutE to JagJIt 
SIngh By anUP JaLoTa

Namastaey India pays 
Tribute to Jagjit Singh. Shri 
Anup Jalota, famous Ghazal & 
Bhajan Singer and close friend 
of Legendary Jagjit Singhji 
will pay tribute along with 
Singapore audience throgh 
his famous Gazals. This will 

be rememberance of Legendary Jagjit Singhji on his first death 
anniversary. This will be very special evening for all of us.
When & Where: Friday, October 12, 2012, 7.30 pm onwards @ 
Shine Auditorium, 100 Beach Road
tickets: $40 onwards
Contact: Alka Sharma at 90021963/ email: alka@charkula.com 
or visit charkula.com

6Th oCT

‘Shaam- E- ghazal’ - ConCERT By PadMaShRi 
haRihaRan

Featuring the best 
from the veteran 
versatile singer’s albums 
‘Gulfam’, ‘Hazir’, ‘Jashn’ 
& ‘Halka Nasha’, ‘Kaash’, 
‘Paigham’, ‘Lahore ke 
rang Hari ke sang’ 
and many soulful 
and intoxicating 
songs!Hariharan is 
one of the best Indian 

ghazal singers & composers with more than 30 albums to his credit. 
He has sung various ghazals with legendary singer Asha Bhonsle, 
tabla maestro Zakir Hussain and renowned ghazal composers from 
Pakistan.
When & Where: Saturday, October 6, 2012; 7.30pm @ at University 
Cultural Centre, NUS 
tickets:$128 onwards (Available from August 1, 2012)
Contact: Sistic Hotline 6348 5555
or www. sistic.com.sg

12-23Rd SEP

nothIng ElSE BUT LovE
Nothing Else But Love is 

a significant exhibition that 
features a fresh collection 
of paintings and sculptures 
by P. Gnana, under a visual 
language of whimsically-
stylized imagery of human 
figures within the universal 
concept of nothing else but 
love. And this love that he 

portrays, connects to as many perspectives as one can imagine. Some 
figures are intentionally androgynous, whereby gender is no hindrance 
to the viewer’s response to the alluring feel of unconditional love. And 
some figures are absolutely defined, perhaps in the case of the timeless 
concept of the Mother and Child. Nevertheless, the concept remains 
poignant and invincible. It is intriguing to note that Gnana’s recent series 
of paintings and sculptures stand proof to the 
fact that this fascination towards love and 
human figures has been rekindled with an 
even larger exotic yet emotive impact, within 
a colour palette that is unprecedented in his 
career, thanks to the profound combination 
of oil and fabric collage on canvas.
When & Where: Wednesday-Sunday, 
September 12-23, 2012 @ The Gallery of 
Gnani Arts
tickets: Free Admission
Contact: Mrs. Vidhya Gnana Gouresan 
at  9850 4006  


