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India hosted the ASEAN-India 
Commemorative Summit on 
December 20-21, 2012 to mark the 
20th anniversary of dialogue-level 
partnership and the 10th anniversary 
of Summit-level partnership with 
ASEAN. The theme of the Summit 
was ‘ASEAN-India Partnership for 
Peace and Shared Prosperity’.

ASEAN-India relations have grown 
rapidly over the past two decades, 
capped off by an intensive year 
of engagement to mark the 20th 
anniversary of the relationship. 
Ministerial level meetings have 
been held on Tourism, Environment, 
Agriculture, Renewable Energy and 
Trade & Economic matters. The Heads 

Heads of State / Government at the ASEAN-India Commemorative Summit, 2012 in New Delhi

ASEAN-India Heads of State adopt Vision statement elevating 
India-ASEAN relations to a strategic partnership
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focus on political, 
security, economic 
and socio-cultural 

integration  

Heads of State / Government, their spouses and other dignitaries at the Ceremonial 
Flag-Down of the 2012 ASEAN-India Car Rally

of Space Agencies of ASEAN and 
India met in June this year. There has 
been engagement between experts at 
multiple workshops relating to climate 
change, mitigation and adaptation 
technologies in agriculture and potential 
cooperation in renewable energy. An 
Agri-Expo has been held for the first 
time with ASEAN countries. India 
has intensified its people-to-people 
engagement programmes for the 
ASEAN. Commemorative events include 
a 6 month long ASEAN Expedition by the 
INS Sudarshini and the 2012 ASEAN-
India Car Rally, which was flagged down 
in New Delhi on 20th December, 2012.

The Summit concluded with the adoption 
of a Vision Statement for the ASEAN-
India grouping.

The ASEAN-India Partnership stands 
elevated to a strategic partnership, with 
all regional heads of state committing 
to effective and timely implementation 
of the ASEAN-India Dialogue Relations 
in multiple areas. In the near term, 
countries will cooperate to effectively 
implement the Plan of Action to 
implement the ASEAN-India Partnership 
for Peace, Progress and Shared 
Prosperity (2010-2015). On its part, 
India will support and cooperate closely 
with ASEAN to realise the ASEAN 
Community in 2015, comprising three 
pillars, namely, the ASEAN Political 
Security Community, the ASEAN 
Economic Community and the ASEAN 
Socio-Cultural Community.

On the subject of political and security 
cooperation, delegates reaffirmed their 
vision of a peaceful, prosperous and 
resurgent Asia, which contributes to and 
promotes global peace and security. 
They committed to increasing security 
cooperation and information sharing 
in the form of regular and high-level 
security dialogues to further address 
traditional and non-traditional security 
challenges, including transnational 
crimes and terrorism.

They also agreed to cooperate on 
maritime security, a key concern for 

many nations of the region.
On the economic front, delegates 
committed to achieving a target of USD 
100 billion for ASEAN-India trade by 
2015, and also to reduce tariffs further 
over time. More importantly, the group 
will work towards realising an ASEAN-
India Free Trade Area 
(FTA) with a combined 
market of almost 1.8 
billion people and a 
combined GDP of USD 
3.8 trillion. In relation 
to this, ASEAN-India 
Trade in Services and Investment 
Agreements were successfully 
negotiated.

Other focus areas included business-
to-business relations, Public-Private 
Partnerships (PPP), agriculture and 
energy sectors as well as cooperation 
between ASEAN and India in support of 
sub-regional developments.

In the area of socio-cultural integration, 
governments agreed to promote greater 
people- to-people interaction through 
increasing exchanges in culture, 
education, youth, sports, creative 
industries, science and technology, 
information and communication 
technology and software, human 

resource development and scholarly 
exchanges.

Civilisational links between India 
and ASEAN will be better studied 
and documented, and efforts to 
preserve, protect and restore symbols 

and structures 
representing 
such bonds will 
be intensified. 
Such structures 
include Angkor 
Wat (Cambodia), 

Borobudur and Prambanan temples 
(Indonesia), Wat Phu (Lao PDR), Bagan 
(Myanmar), Sukhothai (Thailand), and 
My Son (Viet Nam).

Governments will also strive to bridge 
development gaps among ASEAN 
Member States and overcome 
challenges such as climate change, 
energy security, rapid urbanisation, 
natural disasters, food security and 
drug abuse by oarticipating in relevant 
regional and global initiatives. India, in 
particular, will focus on human resource 
development and capacity building 
e-initiatives, particularly in the fields 
of information technology, science 
and technology and English language 
training.
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Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, 
presented the opening statement 
at the Plenary Session of the India-
ASEAN Commemorative Summit in 
New Delhi on December 20th, 2012. 
Excerpts from his speech are below.

- It is a historic moment for us and 
our region. We are commemorating 
not only twenty years of Dialogue 
Partnership and ten years of annual 
summits between India and ASEAN; 
we are also celebrating something 
more enduring and precious.

- Given that together we constitute 
a community of 1.8 billion people, 
representing one-fourth of humanity, 
with a combined GDP of 3.8 trillion 
U.S. dollars, it is only natural that India 
should attach the highest priority to its 
relationship with ASEAN.

- This engagement has flourished 
particularly in the area of trade. 
India-ASEAN trade has grown over 
ten times in the ten years since 
we launched the annual summits. 
Following the implementation of our 
FTA in Goods, trade grew by 41% in 
Indian fiscal year of 2011-12. Two-way 

flows in investments have also grown 
rapidly to reach 43 billion U.S. dollars 
over the past decade. As ASEAN 
investments into India have multiplied, 
ASEAN countries too have emerged 
as major destinations for Indian 
companies. 

- As maritime nations, India and 
ASEAN nations should intensify their 
engagement for maritime security 
and safety, for freedom of navigation 
and for peaceful settlement of 
maritime disputes in accordance 
with international law. We should 
also foster regional cooperation to 
counter piracy and respond to natural 
disasters.

- The flagging down of the India-
ASEAN Car Rally will not only 
celebrate a remarkable journey by 
brave men and women, but also 
symbolize how connectivity can link 
people, stimulate trade and generate 
prosperity across the region. We 
should, therefore, attach high priority 
to a quick implementation of the India-
Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway 
and its extension to Lao PDR and 
Cambodia. We should also launch 

the second track that would run from 
India through Myanmar, Lao PDR and 
Cambodia to Vietnam.

- The Indian Naval Ship INS 
Sudarshini, which is on a six-month 
expedition to nine ASEAN countries, 
not only draws attention to our 
maritime links, but to the economic 
potential of sea-based connectivity.

- We should also build on 
commendable initiatives like the 
annual India-ASEAN Business Fair 
and Conclave and energize our 
Business Council. Linkages between 
small and medium enterprises, which 
are central to our economies, should 
be promoted.

- I would like to state that, drawing 
on the experience of the India-
ASEAN Plan of Action and the 
recommendations of the India-ASEAN 
Eminent Persons’ Group, we will 
expand our support for innovative 
mechanisms like the ASEAN-India 
Fund, the ASEAN-India Green Fund 
and the ASEAN-India S&T Fund 
to take our cooperation forward in 
diverse fields.

TRADE, MARITIME COOPERATION AND PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE LINKAGES FORM THEME OF PM DR. 
MANMOHAN SINGH’S ADDRESS AT INDIA-ASEAN COMMEMORATIVE SUMMIT

India draws closer to ASEAN
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The Union Finance Minister Shri P. 
Chidambaram has expressed optimism 
that the Indian economy will continue 
to grow at a healthy rate even as global 
economies face recession. This, he said, 
is because of strong fundamentals such 
as a high savings rate, growing services 
sector, a large middle class which 
continues to create demand, and a large 
pool of qualified manpower. The FM was 
speaking at the National Development 
Council meeting in New Delhi. 

However, he said it was imperative to 
contain the fiscal deficit by augmenting 
resources and controlling expenditure. 
He said that some measures may cause 
immediate pain but they were necessary 
to ensure that the fiscal deficit comes 
down to 3% in the next three years. 
Steps were also being taken to contain 
the Current Account Deficit (CAD). In 
particular, there is a need to control gold 
imports which contributed US $ 64 billion 
to the CAD.

Mr. Chidambaram lauded States for 
containing the fiscal deficit to 2.1% of the 
GDP and also for generating a revenue 
surplus of 0.75%. He urged all States to 
adopt the Direct Benefit Transfer 
scheme as it provided a technology-
enabled platform to transfer benefits in 
an efficient manner directly to the people. 
Mr. Chidambaram expects the Direct 
Benefit Transfer to be a ‘game changer’, 
transforming the way in which subsidies 
are managed. 

CITES STRONG FUNDAMENTALS 
AS DRIVERS OF GROWTH

FM Optimistic on 
Indian Economy

INTERACTIVE PANEL DISCUSSION HELD IN SINGAPORE

The High Commission of India in 
association with Forum of Indian Banks 
Singapore and WB Singapore Urban 
Hub organized an interactive panel 
discussion on 13th Dec 2012.

Ms Usha Thorat, Director, CAFRAL, 
and Mr. Kamran Khan, Program 
Director, WB Singapore Urban Hub 
spoke on the Indian Economy; 
Mr.B.K.Batra, DMD, IDBI Bank, spoke 
about Indian Industry and Mr.Rakesh 
Sethi, ED, Punjab National Bank, spoke 
about the Banking sector. Mr Vikram 
Khanna, Associate Editor, Business 
Times, moderated the session. The 
presentation was followed by a Q&A 
session.

The speakers highlighted the 

opportunities and challenges faced by 
the Indian economy, and specifically 
the Indian Industry, as well as the 
huge potential for the banking sector 
in India, given that more than half the 
households in the country are yet to be 
connected to the formal financial sector.

The event was attended by a 
delegation of 23 senior officers of 
Indian Public Sector Banks at the level 
of Executive Director and General 
Manager, who were in Singapore as 
part of a leadership training programme 
conducted by the Centre for Advanced 
Financial Research and Learning 
(CAFRAL). Also in attendance were 
members from the local investment and 
business community.

Outlook for the 
Indian Economy
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On December 24, President Vladimir 
Putin visited India to attend the 13th 
Annual Summit at the invitation of Prime 
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh. It was 
Putin’s first visit after being re-elected as 
president of Russia for the third time in 
2012. He was in India only for a day.

President Putin held discussions with 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and 
also met President Pranab Mukherjee. 
He also held meetings with Sushma 
Swaraj, the leader of the Opposition 
in Parliament, and Sonia Gandhi, 
Chairperson of the UPA.

During the summit the two countries 
signed 10 bilateral agreements, covering 
diverse fields such as defense, science 
and technology, space, investment, 
software, pharmaceuticals and culture. 

In addition, a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) was signed which 
will establish an Indo-Russia Joint 
Investment Fund, worth US$ 2 billion, 
that will encourage direct investment 
and acquisition of assets in critical 
infrastructural, manufacturing and 
hydrocarbon extraction sectors.

The year 2012 marked 65 years of the 
establishment of diplomatic relations 
between the two countries.

WIDE-RANGING BILATERAL 
AGREEMENTS SIGNED

Russia’s President  
Putin Visits India

Mr. Salman Khurshid 
Visits Myanmar

ASSURES MYANMAR OF INDIA’S SUPPORT IN THEIR TRANSITION 
TO DEMOCRACY
On his first bilateral visit abroad, India’s 
External Affairs Minister, Mr. Salman 
Khurshid, focused on the common 
cultural heritage shared by India and 
Myanmar.

Underlining that the two countries have 
achieved many accomplishments in 
the past six decades, Mr. Khurshid said 
Myanmar is “poised at a fascinating 
point in its history, when it is reinventing 
itself and its relationship with the global 
community”.

Mr. Khurshid called on President of 
Myanmar Mr. Thein Sein  in Nay Pi 
Taw.  In  Yangon he inaugurated  the 
International Conference of Buddhist 
Cultural Heritage and later unveiled 
the Buddha Statue gifted by India to 
Myanmar at the famous Shwedagon 
Pagoda.

Speaking at the conference , Mr. 
Khurshid said, “We in India, stand 
ready to assist, in whatever way 
desired by the government and the 
people of Myanmar, in this transition, 
to what I would believe would create a 
democratic polity and lead to economic 
prosperity and well being of the people 
of Myanmar”. He said the two countries’ 
initiatives in the fields of connectivity, 
border area development, information 
technology, agriculture and capacity 
building “are a demonstration of our 
resolve to create a bright future, which 
can be shared by both the nations”.

The event had been organised by the 
Indian Council for Cultural Relations 
(ICCR), the Myanmarese government 
and Sitagu Academy. Mr. Khurshid also 
made a visit to the mausoleum of the 
last Mughal Emperor, Bahadur Shah 
Zafar, which is located in Yangon.

Mr. Salman Khurshid with MP and Nobel laureate Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi

India News Jan Issue - FINAL - 21Jan2013.indd   5 22/01/2013   9:52:49 AM



6  INDIA NEWS JANUARY 2013  INDIA NEWS JANUARY 2013

The 2012 ASEAN-India 
Car Rally in Pictures
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Indian diaspora wooed at 
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 
2013

The 11th edition of the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) 
Convention was held in Kochi, Kerala from 7-9 January, 
2013. The theme of the Convention was ‘Engaging Diaspora: 
The Indian Growth Story’. Over 2,000 guests attended 
three days of seminars covering subjects of interest to the 
Overseas Indian community.

The PBD was formally inaugrated on 8th January by 
Dr. Manmohan Singh, who invited the overseas Indian 
community to be a partner and participant in India’s social 
and economic development. “Whether you wish to invest or 
share your knowledge, technology and skills, whether your 
enterprise takes you to the cities or your compassion brings 
you to a remote village, I assure you of our continuing effort 
to support your endeavours,” Dr. Singh said.

Addressing the valedictory session, President of India Mr. 
Pranab Mukherjee echoed the same sentiments, asking 
Indian diaspora to be a partner in the knowledge economy 
as well as in economic growth. Earlier, the President gave 
away Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Awards to 15 eminent 
overseas Indians.

During the Tourism seminar, attendees appreciated the 
immense potential of the sector but identified cumbersome 
approval processes, lack of incentives and inferior tourism 
infrastructure as barriers to growth.

The key takeway from a seminar on ‘India’s Growth Story’ 
was that India remains under-invested, espcially given the 
positive signals from the stock market. Overseas Indian 
constributions by way of Foreign Direct Investment to India 
will go a long way in reining in the fiscal deficit and lift 
sentiments even further.

A session on Innovation and Technology highlighted the 

Ratan Tata retires
Mr. Ratan Tata retired as CEO of Tata Sons on 25th 
December, 2012, his 75th birthday. He capped off an 
illustrious career at the company, which started with him 
working on a shop floor in 1962 and led to him being 
appointed Chairman of the Tata Group in 1991, on the 
retirement of his grand-uncle Mr. J.R.D. Tata.

Having taken over the reins just as India’s economy was 
liberalized, Ratan Tata ensured that the Tata group was able 
to capitalize on new market opportunities, while prevailing 
against global competition.

He played an instrumental role in expanding the company’s 
footprint outside India, with the acquisitions of well-
established foreign firms such as Tetley Tea, Jaguar and the 
steel-maker, Corus. It was his vision and guidance that saw 
the production of the very successful Tata Indica as well as 
the Tata Nano, probably the world’s cheapest car. He also 
oversaw the meteoric growth of Tata Consultancy Services 
into a software services powerhouse. With these moves, Mr. 
Tata ensured that the conglomerate evolved into a force to 
reckon with globally.

Mr. Tata’s place has been taken by Mr. Cyrus Mistry, 
managing director of Shapoorji Pallonji & Company, who was 
named Ratan Tata’s successor in early 2012. Mr. Ratan Tata 
is currently the chairman emeritus of Tata Sons, Tata Motors 
and Tata Steel. He is also the chairman of the two main Tata 
trusts - Sir Dorabji Tata and Allied Trusts and Sir Ratan Tata 
Trust.

PM Dr. Manmohan Singh and Chief Guest and President of 
the Republic of Mauritius, Mr. Rajkeswur Purryag releasing a 
commemorative stamp at the inauguration of the 11th Pravasi 
Bharatiya Divas, in Kochi

need for India-specific ideas that can address the unique 
challenges of the nation, with emphasis on improving the lot 
of the poor and needy.

The last day of the PBD saw ten Indian states showcase 
available investment opportunities and incentives for 
investors. Among other things, Gulf-based NRIs, significant 
contributors to the economy of Kerala, were assured that 
their demands for better better air connectivity to Kerala, 
voting rights in local bodies, and larger baggage & gold 
allowances would be addressed on priority.

India News Jan Issue - FINAL - 21Jan2013.indd   8 22/01/2013   9:53:44 AM



9  INDIA NEWS JANUARY 2013  INDIA NEWS JANUARY 2013

One of the best known exponents 
of the sitar and an internationally 
renowned musician, Ravi Shankar 
passed away on December 11th, 2012 
in San Diego, USA.

Born on April 7, 1920, in Varanasi 
(also known as Benares), India,  
Ravi Shankar was the youngest 
of five brothers born to a wealthy 
lawyer and landowner, Dr. Shyam 
Shankar Chowdhury. Shankar lived 
in Varanasi until the age of 10, after 
which he accompanied his brother, 
Uday Shankar, a dancer, to Paris, and 
thereby laid the foundation of his study 
of both dance and music.

He later studied with the multi-
instrumentalist Allaudin Khan, who 
became his mentor and musical 
guide for many years. In 1956, Ravi 
Shankar debuted in the United States 
and Western Europe – a period which 
marked the beginning of ground-
breaking collaborations with western 
artists including the Beatles’ George 
Harrison as well as renowned violinist 
and conductor Yehudi Menuhin. The 
1960’s saw Shankar’s performance 

at the Monterey Pop Festival, as well 
as at the famed Woodstock festival 
in 1969. George Harrison and Ravi 
Shankar’s most famous collaboration 
was the jointly organized ‘Concert 
for Bangladesh’, which is widely 
considered to be the first major modern 
charity concert.

His score for films such as Satyajit 
Ray’s ‘Apu Trilogy’ and Richard 
Attenborough’s film ‘Gandhi’ (that 
earned him an Oscar nomination) were 
also widely acclaimed. 

Ravi Shankar was awarded the three 
highest national civil honours of 
India: the Padma Bhushan in 1967, 
the Padma Vibhushan in 1981, and 
the Bharat Ratna in 1999. Additional 
honours included 14 honorary 
degrees, two Grammy Awards, and a 
membership to the American Academy 
of Arts and Letters.

He is survived by his wife Sukanya 
Rajan, and by his two daughters, 
musicians Anoushka Shankar and 
Norah Jones. 

The Sifas Festival of Music and Dance 
2013 promises to be yet another feast 
for the soul. With four ticketed shows 
(S$ 25-80) at the Esplanade and almost 
60 free vocal, dance and instrumental 
performances at the Sifas Auditorium, 
there is something for everyone. 

‘Sammilan -- Spirit of Krishna’ [Saturday 
23 March, 2013] is an orchestral 
ensemble fusing North and South 
Indian music. It is a collaboration of 
internationally renowned classical 
flautist Shashank Subrahmanyam and 
the Manganiyar folk musicians from the 
Rajasthani deserts.

‘Margham - Its Myriad Hues’ [Friday, 22 
March, 2013] is a Bharatanatyam dance 
recital by Urmila Satyanarayanan. 

‘Isai Kalanjiyam -- Versatility in 
Classicism’ [Thursday, 28 March, 2013] 
features Sanjay Subrahmanyan a South 
Indian Carnatic classical singer, and 
recipient of several awards

‘Raga Dhwani -- The Quintessential 
Sound Hindustani’ will feature Ustad 
Shujaat Husain Khan, son of the 
legendary sitar maestro Ustad Vilayat 
Khan. 

Tickets for the above are available at 
SISTIC. A 15% discount is offered for 
tickets bought on or before 9 February 
2013. For more information, please visit 
www.sifas.org 

60+ VOCAL, DANCE AND 
INSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCES 
PLANNED IN MARCH

INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED SITARIST, PANDIT RAVI SHANKAR 
PASSES AWAY AT 92

Sifas Festival 2013

Thank you for 
the music
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As always, the Republic Day parade 
serves as an occasion for India to 
showcase her rich cultural heritage, 
with performances by individuals and 
groups from across the nation. It also 
includes displays by the Army, Navy and 
Air Force, who are honoured for their 
valour and bravery on Republic Day. But 
what was it like when the world’s largest 
democracy was but a toddler taking its 
first tentative steps towards nationhood?

India gained independence from the 
British on 15th August, 1947, but the 
British monarch remained the head 
of state until India drafted its own 
constitution. a complex task that the 
389-member Constituent Assembly 
completed from 1946-1950. 

On the morning of January 26th, 1950, 
the last Governor-General of India C. 
Rajagopalachari read out a proclamation 
declaring the birth of India, after which 
Dr. Rajendra Prasad was sworn in as 

the first President of India at the great 
Durbar Hall of the Government House, 
now the Rashtrapati Bhavan. The date 
was chosen for its special significance 
as the date on which the Indian tri-colour 
was first unfurled at the 1930 Lahore 
session of the Indian National Congress.

It was a momentous occasion. As Dr. 
Rajendra Prasad said, “Today, for the 
first time in our long and chequered 
history, we find the whole of this vast 
land... brought together under the 
jurisdiction of one constitution and one 
union which takes over responsibility for 
the welfare of more than 320 million men 
and women who inhabit it.”

The President then drove along Kings’ 
Way (now Rajpath) through cheering 
crowds to the Irwin Stadium (now the 
National Stadium) where over 15,000 
spectators had gathered to witness a 
celebratory military parade comprising of 
over 3,000 men from the police and the 
armed forces.

The parade began with a procession of 

tanks, followed by infantrymen marching 
to the rousing tunes of their bands. 
Members of the Indian Navy came next 
and then representatives of the Indian Air 
Force, the baby of the defence forces, 
established just 18 years earlier with 
a strength of 6 officers and 19 ‘havai 
sepoys’! Though a young organization, 
they impressed on the day with a 
display of 100 aircraft flying in perfect 
formation over the massed spectators. 
Following them was the armored corps, 
with heavy guns and mechanised 
transport on display. Adding colour to the 
proceedings were the representatives of 
the armies of princely India - the Jaipur 
Horse and Jaisalmer Camel Corps. The 
armed forces parade was followed by 
mechanized floats bearing performers 
enacting scenes from Indian history 
and mythology. The entire procession 
wound its way through the main streets 
of Delhi, including Connaught Place, as 
spectators cheered them on from every 
available vantage point, unfettered by 
barricades or security.

Over the years, as India has grown 
in stature, so have the Republic Day 
celebtrations. Today’s events are 
witnessed live by millions across the 
world. Foreign dignitaries usually 
grace the occasion - the British Queen 
Elizabeth II, Mr. Nelson Mandela, former 
Prime Minister of Singapore, Goh Chok 
Tong and President Vladimir Putin of 
Russia have all been Guests of Honour.

The First 
Republic Day
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What is it about the Taj Mahal that 
inspires people to reaffirm their love 
so ardently? We may never really 
understand it but that’s not stopped 
people from trying to re-create its 
influence by creating replicas on the 
Subcontinent and across the world. One 
such structure, lesser in stature than 
the Taj Mahal, is Colonel John William 
Hessing’s Tomb, popularly known as the 
“Red Taj Mahal of Agra”.

The Red Taj Mahal is a smaller, red 
sandstone imitation of the stately Taj 
Mahal. It was built by Ann Hessing as 
a tomb for her estranged husband, 
John Hessing. Their relationship must 
have been special as it is clearly rare 
for anyone to take such pains after a 
separation! The European interred within 
the tomb was rather special himself, 
having attained martyrdom fighting 
against the British on behalf of the 
Marathas!

The tomb is of Mughal design, standing 
on a square platform and containing a 

crypt with a corridor around it. Slender 
turrets are attached to the central iwan-
frame on the top and they are crowned 
by graceful pinnacles. The tomb is 
topped by a beautiful dome, embellished 
by an intricate mahapadma (sheath of 
lotus petals) and kalash (ceremonial pot 
or pitcher). It reposes gorgeously amidst 
the pinnacles and umbrella-shaped 
chhatris of the turrets.

The Story of John William Hessing

John William Hessing was a soldier from 
the Netherlands, initially in the employ 
of the Dutch East India Company. He 
fought for it in Ceylon (present day Sri 
Lanka) against the British, who finally 
overpowered the Dutch in 1781 and 
annexed all their Indian holdings.

Colonel Hessing, a flame of hatred now 
burning high against the British, was 
absorbed by the Nizam of Hyderabad 
as a mercenary soon after. He moved to 
the employ of the Marathas (under the 
Scindias) in 1784, where his service was 
rewarded with a prestigious command 
over the Agra Fort, which he retained for 
almost two decades.

Col Hessing died in battle on 21 July, 
1803 defending the fort against the 
British. His epitaph reads: ”When Colonel 
John William Hessing departed from 
this world, he left hundreds of scars of 
separation. By person he belonged to 
Holland and was born in that country. 
He gained fame in India, by the Grace of 
God.”

When in Agra, do spend a few minutes at 
Col. Hessings tomb and marvel at the Taj 
Mahal’s ability to inspire love in so many 
forms – between an emperor and his 
queen, a Dutchman and his estranged 
wife or even between a foreigner and the 
people of his adopted country.

The Red Taj Mahal
A MONUMENT TO A RATHER SPECIAL EUROPEAN

… hundreds of scars  
of separation ...
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KRISHNA: A DANce MuSIcAL IN eNGLISH
by PADMASHRI SHObANA AND HeR GROuP

Venue: Esplanade Theatre, Singapore
Date and Time: Feb 08 2013  7.30pm; duration 2 hrs 30 mins
Tickets: S$100 / 60 / 40 available from Dec 17th at www.sistic.com
For more details visit www.sooryafest.org or contact 9389 0407 

HASNA MANA HAI - SeASON 4
HASyA KAVI SAMMeLAN

Venue: NTUC Auditorium, 1 Marina Boulevard, Level 7, Singapore 
018989
Date and Time: Sunday March 24 2013, 7:00 pm
Tickets: S$100 / 75 / 50 / 30 available at www.charkula.com
contact: sales@charkula.com / 9002 1963 (Alka)

‘FOR THe LOVe OF ART’
cARNATIc VOcAL cONceRT by cHAITANyASRe LeNIN

Venue: Lee Choon Guan Concert Hall, The Arts Centre
Anglo Chinese School Barker Road Campus
Date and Time: Saturday Feb 02 2013, 6.30pm
Tickets: By invitation
contact: 6337 0334 / 9271 3951 / thambura2009@gmail.com

MADHuRADHWANI 2013
MuSIcAL cONceRT

Venue: Khoo Auditorium, Singapore Chinese Girls School
Anglo Chinese School Barker Road Campus
Date and Time: Feb 01-03 2013
Tickets: Season pass S$ 80 / 50
contact: 9068 4510 (Vanitha) / musiccircle.sg@gmail.com

ANubHAVA
DANce WORKS cHOReOGRAPHeD by SANTHA bHASKAR

Venue: The Substation, 45 Armenian Street
Date and Time: Feb 02 2013, 8:00 pm / Feb 03 2013, 7:30 pm
Tickets: S$ 25
contact: Nrityalaya Aesthetics Society (6336 6537), Bhaskar’s Arts 
Academy (6396 4523)
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