














The 11th edition of Signature IIJS, in a bigger and better avatar, was 
inaugurated yesterday by chief guest Arun Mehta, chairman of Rosy Blue 

Pvt. Ltd. Welcoming the dignitaries, the newly elected GJEPC chairman Pramod 
Agrawal informed that the Council had recently met commerce minister Suresh 
Prabhu, apprising him about the Jewellery Park, Common Facility Centres 
(CFCs), and promotion of handmade jewellery. Agarwal noted that the minister 
evinced key interest in these proposals, and a comprehensive plan would be sent 
to him very soon. 

GJEPC Outlines Holistic Growth Plan
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Chief guest Arun Mehta inaugurating Signature IIJS and IGJME in the presence of (from left) Kirit 
Bhansali, Colin Shah, Pramod Agarwal, and Shailesh Sangani.

 The chairman thanked the government for reducing the GST rate on 
diamonds and precious stones from 3% to 0.25%. “We are happy that the Union 
Budget announced the reduction of corporate tax to 25%. We also welcome the 
government’s contribution of 12% of wages towards EPF for new employees in 
the first three years.”

 Agarwal added, “We are happy to announce that the GJEPC has been 
supporting the DPA for generic promotions to create a strong top-of-the-mind 
recall for diamonds. The GJEPC also supports the signing of FTAs with countries 
for boosting trade. 

“We are working very hard to make Signature IIJS a world-class show and 
therefore we have integrated IGJME for upgrading jewellery manufacturing with 
technological development to maintain a leading position in the global jewellery 
industry by focusing on value addition.”

Agarwal stated that the government has identified 13 CFC clusters in India 
that would be developed with a government grant. He informed that the Council 
will also start a helpdesk where members can seek guidance to increase exports.

“The Council has always been engaged in upgrading skills and spreading 
education about jewellery making and is happy to announce that IIGJ opened 
another centre in Varanasi; the other one is coming up in Udupi soon. The GJEPC 
is also planning more buyer-seller meets abroad and we welcome industry members 
to offer suggestions in that direction,” he noted.

Chief guest Arun Mehta stressed that jewellery demand would be severely hit if 
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